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By CYBUS TOWNSEND BDADY

A Great Historical Romance
A wager of battle, made in the half-jesting spirit

that conceals grim earnestness, begins the story.
Captain |ames Richard Dacres, with a British sneer

forYankee ships and sailors, and Captain Isaac Hull.

short and stout, but of glorious memory, meet in the

grounds of an old Chesapeake Bay mansion. Sideby
side. just ofl shore, swing the "Guerriere" (38) and

ihc "Constitution" (44). Within the mansion is a

gay house party. There Blakelv Fairford and Richard
Heathcote, half-brothers, wholly rivals, are contesting
for the honor of dancing the first waltz in America

with Margarel Barrett, "a girl to live and die for."

Separate from childhood, the half-brothers. who meet

now as opponents in love, are soon to stand on the
decks of hostile ships. for circumstance has made of
one an Fnglish. of the other an American, lieutenant.
Friends they all are for the moment, but friends lis-
tening for the expected word of war that is to make
them enemies.

In the garden Dacres is betting Hull a cocked hal
that he wlll knock his 'bundle of pine boards" to

flinderswhen they meet at sea. On the "Constitution"
the Yankee salts are waiting, impatient to fire the firsl
shot for thf freedom of the sea. In the house the
brothers are progressing from tlie stilted courtesy of
their rivalry to a deadlier quarrel over country that
draws their swords. And so the call to war finds
them. Then from adventure to adventure, from battle
tu battle, moves the tale, its breathless excitement
but heightened by the double love stoty that runs

through it.
fhe author. who is best known, thus far. through

his .'Love for Country" mow in its sixth editton), has
fairly earned for himself the title of The American
Manvat. The illustrations are by Gibbs, Crawford,
Leyendecker. Clay, and others of the Posfs artists.
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